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408 Naturalist's Report. [May. 

producing muscular motion than where sodden death had taken place from any 
olher kind of violence, the irritable principle being, as your reporter supposes nearly 
exhausted by the stimulus of the ardent spirit; but although it has been ineffica- 
cious in these cases, it has been applied with marked advantage in rheumatism aiid 
some other complaints and it has removed tooth-acbe almost instantaneously. 



NATURALIST'S BEPOKT. 

From April, 20, to May 20. 
Through the garden now we'll range, 
View its sweets and mark its change, 
Beauteous fav'rites of a day ! 

Oh! how sweet the breath of May, 
Oh ! how rich her form appears, 
Bounteous smiling thro' her tears, 
As the day-jtar liding high, 
Clears the lately clouded sky. 

Westal. 
The wise and the simple, the learned and unlearned, of every age and every nation, 
have dwelt with raptures on the pleasures of spring, and cold and desponding must 
be that heart, which is not elated at the awakening of nature from the death-like sleep 
of winter. A pleasure arises like that from meeting an old friend, on beholding the 
enlivened plants again displaying their fragrant or gaudy blossoms : a thousand pleas- 
ing or melancholy reflections, fix themselves in the imaginatu n, and the sensations 
which we experienced when last we saw thejr evolving beauties re-occupy their place 
in the mind. 

Seldom has spring appeared with more graceful mein than at present, her progress 
lias not been interrupted by the usual frowns of winter, and the trifling check which 
vegetation received, only retarded the flowering to a more geniat period, and in full 
luxuriance the fragrant orchard now presents the pleasing prespect of a fruitful 
autumn, 

22, Peach leaved Willow (Salix amygdalina) Common Plum (Pmnus domestica) 
Bird Cherry (Prunus avium) flowering, and Willow Wren (Motacilla Trochilus) come 
and singing. 

23, Stichwort or Starwort (Stellaria Holostea) flcwering, and Nettle Butterfly 
(Papila uvtica) plenty. 

24, Byzantine Squill (Scilla amoena) flowering, and Orange Tip Butterfly (Papilio 
Oardamimes) appearing. 

25, Purple Orchis (Orchis mascula) Cuckooflower (Cardamine pratensis) flowering. 
SO, Tbyme leaved Speedwell (Veronica serpyllifolia) HooppetticoatNarcissus(Nar- 

cissus Bulbooodium) flowering, Willow wren plenty. 

May 1, Mountain Speedwell (Veronica montana) flowering. 

3, Bristly leaved Lychnidea (Phlox setacea) flowering. A swallow (Hirundo rus- 
tica) flying about. 

4, Cow Parsley (Chcerophyllum sylvestre) Oriental Narcissus (Narcissus orientalis) 
flowering. 

5, Swallows plenty, and the Cuckoo (Cnculus canorus) singing. 

6, Loute Wort (Pedieularis sylvatica) flowering. 

I, Germander Speedwell (Veronica Chamoedrys) Harebell (Scilla nutans) Tuberous 
bitter Vetch (Orobus tuberosus) Blue Flowered Bugle (Adjuga reptans) flowering. 

S, Rail (Oallinula crex) calling, Herrings (Clupea Hancngus) appear in Belfast 
i-nugb. 
10, Tulips (Tulipa Gesneri) flowering. 

II, Torrent avens(Geuin rivale) Apple (Pyrus Mains) flowering, and White spot 
Butterfly (Papilio ^geria) appearing. 

12, Broom (Spartium scopariuni) Buck-bean (Menyanthes trtfoliata) flowering, and 
White throat (Motacilla sylvia. Lin.) come and singing. 

13, Sitfast (Ranunculus repens) flowering. 

14, Yellow Poppy (Papaver Cambricum)'Awl-leaved Sparry (Spergula subulata) 
Wood Geranium (Geranium sylvaticum) flowering, and Sedge Warbler (Motacilla 
•aliearia. Lin.) come. 

15, White Lilac (Syrioga vulgaris) flowering. 

16, Crimson flowering Poeony (Pceoniaperegrina) and fine leaved Pceony (Pceoma 
tenuifolia) flowering. 
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17, Soft Dovesfoot (CFernnium molle) Cut leaved Geranium (Geranium disswtum) 
and Birds-foot Trefoil (Lotus covniculatos) flowering. 

18, Rosa-eolouved upright Honeysuckle (Azalea nudiflora) Yellow do. (Azaki 
Pontica) anit Marsh Starwort (Steltaria iiliginosa) flowering. 

!9, Persian Ulac-(Syringa Persica) flowering, and Swifts (Hirundo Apus) come. 

-IX), Pontic Rose Bay (Rhododendron Ponticum) and Berberry ( Berberis vulgaris) 
in flower ; raost.people have- beard of, and many have seen the extraordinary degree 
of irritability exhibited bv the Sensitive Plant ( Mimosa stnsitiva) but few have observ- 
ed that the Common Berberry, exhibits this principle in a no less remarkable degree 
\u its flower,. on touching with a pin, the. base of the Stamina, an instantaneous mo- 
tion takes place, the anthera are struck against the stigma, and a discharge of pol- 
len takes place ; sometime after, generally in about a quarter of an hour the stamina 
regain their former position. 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 

From Apr/ill), to May 20. 
It is not often that we have had a better opportunity of remarking the extraor- 
dinary influence of the wind on the weather, than since our last Report, and 
how much the h< at andcold of a country ■depend on its proximity or distance from 
a continent or high land, from which the wind blows : about London and liath the 
fall of snow was so .great' on the 20th and 21st of April, that it was lying in many 
places totbe depth. of three feet, and the streets of Bath were said to be nearly im- 
passible, while we, being in a situation where the stream of cold air had to pass over 
agreater extent of sea, only experienced that degree of cold which produces hni: 
showers. 
April, .22, 23, 2i, ..... Fine dry days. 

2,> . Gentle rain. 

26, Dark dry day. 

27, Rain in the morning, 

2S, 29, Cold clear days. 

30, Dark day with rain in the evening. 

May, 1,2, ....... Hail show ert. 

3, Plrasant dry day. 

4, 5, . ..... Gentle showers. 

6, Breezy with a trifling shower. 

7, 17, Clear dry days. 

18, ..In the evening thunder to the eastward, with rain. 

19, ........ . Same. 

20, Dark dry. day. 

The Barometer was on the first of May; 29° 2' and -on the 24th of April 30" 6' ths 
rest of the time there was little variation. 

The Thermometer although on the 21st of April, and 2d May,it was so low in the 
rooming as 39, has seldom been ob&erved so high at the season ; invariably warm 
weather set in on the 6th of May, since which time the Thermometer has not been 
observed below 51, and on the-l.Hh it was as high as 63. 

The general prevalence of the wind, has been northerly ; as it was observed north- 
erly 14 ; southerly 10 ; easterly only once. The intermediate points were easterly 13, 
westerly 1 1 -times. 



CELESTIAL PHENOMENA. 

FOR JUNE 1809. 

The Moon rises on the first, at 29 min. past 11, aft. being at that time between the 
first and second stars of' the Goat, but while they are near the horizon the stars will not 
be visible. She passes the mer. at 6 min. past 4, next morning, at which time the bright 
star Athair in the Eagle is nearly north from her; at 9 she is 51° 7 from Markab, and 
54? 3' from Antares.- 

Fifth, She rises at' 47 min; past 0, morning, and passes the meridian at 3G min. past 
6, at this time the two bright stars Markab and Scheat, are due north of her and on the 
meridian, west of the meridian we may behold Athair, and nearer the horizon the two 
beautiful stars, Ras Alhague in the Serpent-bearer and Ras Algethi in Hercules, and 
to the West Algenib, Menkar, &c. She sets 25 min. past 0, aft. 
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